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Open Meeting Minutes 

Date: November 30, 2021        

 

 

Time: 7:00 pm.                              

Location: Media Center 

Type of meeting:    Regular       Special       Reconvened or rescheduled      Emergency 

Name of person taking the minutes:  Kimberley Hassell- Recording Secretary  

Name of person presiding:  Board President Kurt Belcher                          

 

Members in attendance: 
 

1. Burks 
2. Goldsboro via Zoom 
3. Payne 
4. Adams 
5. Belcher 
6. Meier 
7. Huffman 

 

 

      Members absent: 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
Others in attendance: Mr. Rademacher, Mr. Venhaus, Lura Thompson, Stephanie Spicer, Sarah Payne, Ty 
Bates, Kim Willis, Courtney Phelps, Andrea Thompson, Connie Vaughn, Lindsay Canning, Theresa Landreth, 
Jessica Thompson, Matt Thompson, Stephanie Burks, Erica Hyde, Tracy Burkett, Sandy Devall, Leslie Britt, 
Christine Meng, Adam Belcher, Allen Belcher, Lori Easton, Patti Wasser, Jeremy Landreth, Michelle Landreth 
and Jenny Hassebrock.  
 
2. Approval of Agenda  

List any items removed or added to the agenda: None 

Motion made by: Adams 

Motion:   To approve 

   To amend items as follows:    

                                (No action may be taken on new agenda items.) 

 
Motion seconded by: Meier 
Action:   Passed  Failed 

Roll Call: (Needed when  agenda contains an item involving the expenditure of money.) 

Roll Call 
 

1. Burks 
2. Goldsboro 
3. Payne 
4. Adams 
5. Belcher 
6. Meier 
7. Huffman 

7   “Yeas”                          _____________    “Nays” 

Action:     Passed          Failed 
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3. Public Comment:  

Patty Wasser spoke in regards to taking weekly Covid tests at school and her refusal to do so leading to her not 
being allowed to come to work.  
Kim Willis spoke in regards to taking weekly Covid tests. She claims that other people such as bus drivers, KSED 
workers and subs are being allowed to still come into the school and be around the students even though they are 
not taking or complying with the schools policy in regard to submitting to a weekly Covid test.  She asks why, if 
it is truly about the safety of the students is that being allowed and she still can’t come to work. She stated that 
she had submitted exemptions letters to the administration and asks why those are not being considered when 
other schools are accepting them. 
Courtney Phelps addressed the board with questions, Belcher asked that she keep to comments and not questions 
for the board.  She stated that she also wants to know why everyone isn’t being tested each week and went on 
further explaining different scenarios of testing times, and the time frame between tests adding to the possibility 
of exposure to Covid.  She named a list of schools that she says are accepting exemption letters in lieu of testing 
weekly.  She also stated that if all of the testing is about keeping the kids safe then everyone that enters the 
district should be testing.  She asked the board to revisit the recently passed OMU and put an end to everyone 
testing.  
Alan Belcher commented about teachers following their union’s recommendations in regards to the OMU.  He 
added that he had called ISBE about districts following the states mandates and that they stated that they are still 
enforcing the mandates.   
Matt Thompson said that he had a conversation with an attorney and that he said that the district has to accept the 
exemption letters.  
Sandy Devall stated that she is testing every week but wants to see the requirement end.  
Theresa Landreth spoke in regards to the mast mandate and school events.  She says that school events such as 
basketball games and homecoming in regards to masks are not being enforced and if we are following the same 
mandates as last year then why are events being held differently than last year.  
Michelle Landreth spoke along with Mrs. Landreth in agreement about masks not being worn at events, and why 
if that is the case do the kids have to wear them at school.  
Leslie Britt commented that he wants the Covid stuff to end.  
             
4. Approval of Items on Consent Agenda  

a. Approval of Minutes of October 21, 2021 

b. Approval of Payment of bills as presented 

c. Approval of October Payroll 

d. Approval of Treasurer’s Report 

e. Consideration of the SIJHSAA Intent to Play Card 

List any items removed from the consent agenda: None 

Motion to approve the consent agenda made by: Meier 

Motion seconded by: Goldsboro 

Roll Call: (Needed when consent agenda contains an item involving the expenditure of money.) 

Roll Call 
 

1. Burks 
2. Goldsboro 
3. Payne 
4. Adams 
5. Belcher 
6. Meier 
7. Huffman 

 

7 “Yeas”                          _____________    “Nays” 
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Action:     Passed          Failed 

 

5. Superintendent’s report  
 

Agenda item 5A: Health Life Safety Compliance Visit 
Mr. Rademacher read the inspection report to the board.  
 
Agenda item 5B: Parent Teacher Conference Attendance 

Mr. Rademacher provided the board members with the meeting counts.  
 

Agenda item 5C: Auditors Report of FY2021 

Mr. Rademacher read the draft of the auditor’s report, there were no finding for FY21.  He provided the board 
members with copies of the AFR.  
 
 

6. Principal Report  
Mr. Venhaus went over events and discipline.  He announced that E-Learning dates had changed and that there is 
to be a public hearing at the December board meeting.  He went over teacher evaluations.  He informed the board 
that the newly formed school improvement committee had held its first meeting and that the next meeting to be 
held is on January 20th, 2022.  
 
 

7. New Business  

None 

 

8. Motion to Adjourn to Executive/Closed Session –  
 
Motion to made by:  Payne 
 
Motion seconded by:  Goldsboro 

Roll Call 
 

1. Burks 
2. Goldsboro 
3. Payne 
4. Adams 
5. Belcher 
6. Meier 
7. Huffman 

7    “Yeas”                          _____________    “Nays” 

Action:     Passed          Failed 

 
Time of adjournment: 7:26 

 

Motion out of  Executive/Closed Session –  

 
Motion to made by:  Payne  
 
Motion seconded by:  Meier 

 

 



4 
 

 

 

Roll Call 
 

1. Burks 
2. Goldsboro 
3. Payne 
4. Adams 
5. Belcher 
6. Meier 
7. Huffman 

 

7    “Yeas”                          _____________    “Nays” 

Action:     Passed          Failed 

 
Time of adjournment: 9:38  

 

9. Items Requiring Action 

Agenda item 9A:  Consideration to Approve Fees to the Law Offices of Featherstun, Gaumer, Stocks, 

Flynn & ECK, LLP 

 

Summary of discussion:  Shall the board approve to pay legal fees to the Law Offices of Featherstun, Gaumer, 
Stocks, Flynn & Eck, LLP? 

 
Motion made by: Burks 
Motion:   To approve  
  
Motion seconded by: Goldsboro 

 

Roll Call 
 

1. Burks - Y 
2. Goldsboro - Y 
3. Payne - Y 
4. Adams - N 
5. Belcher - N 
6. Meier - Y 
7. Huffman - Y 

 

5   “Yeas”                          2    “Nays” 

Action:     Passed          Failed 



5 
 

 

 

Agenda item 9B:  Consideration of 2021 Tentative Tax Levy 

 

Summary of discussion:  Mr. Rademacher provided the board with two possible tax levies.  One for $1,922,373 
captures most if not all of the estimated increase in EAV for the district.  That estimated increase is $3,900,000 a 
7.8 % increase and would require a truth in taxation hearing.  The levy for $1,872,133 is a 4.99% increase over 
last year’s levy and would not require a hearing.  He asked the board what direction they would like to go. 

 

Shall the board approve to go with the 7.8% increased tax levy? 

 
Motion made by: Meier 
Motion:   To approve  
  
Motion seconded by: Payne 

 

Roll Call 
 

1. Burks 
2. Goldsboro 
3. Payne 
4. Adams 
5. Belcher 
6. Meier 
7. Huffman 

 

_________    “Yeas”                          _____________    “Nays” 

Action:     Passed          Failed 

 

Agenda item 9C:  Consideration of Resignation of Employment 

N/A 

 

 

Agenda item 9D:  Consideration of Recommendation of Employment 

N/A 

 

 

Agenda item 9E:  Mask Mandate Discussion 

Shall the board table Agenda item 9E? 

 
Motion made by: Goldsboro 
Motion:   To approve  
 
Motion seconded by: Meier 
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Roll Call 
 

1. Burks 
2. Goldsboro 
3. Payne 
4. Adams 
5. Belcher 
6. Meier 
7. Huffman 

 

7   “Yeas”                          _____________    “Nays” 

Action:     Passed          Failed 

 

 

 

Agenda item 9E:  Mandated Testing Discussion 

Summary of discussion:  Mr. Rademacher said he would like to meet with the teachers union and address the 
testing of all employees. No further action is needed at this time.  

 

 

 

 

 

Motion to Adjourn: 

 

Approval of Motion to Adjourn 

 
Motion to adjourn made by:  Adams 
Motion:   To approve  
 
Motion seconded by: Meier 
Action:   Passed  Failed 

 
 
Time of adjournment: 9:48                             
         

 

_____________________________                             ________________________________ 

                      PRESIDENT                                                                     SECRETARY   

 

 

 

 


